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COMMEMORATION OF
PROF. VAHAKN DADRIAN'S FOURTH ANNIVERSARY
OF HIS PASSING
AT THE ORGANIZATION OF ISTANBUL ARMENIANS CENTER

Written by Mariette Okhanes

On Sunday, August 13, 2022, at the Organization of Istanbul Armenians center, an evening of
memorial service was held for late Prof. Vahakn Dadrian, on the occasion of the 4th year of his
passing, with the participation of Ararat Eskijian Museum, "Nor Serount", "Hamazkayin", "Irani
Armenian", "Iragi Armenian" associations, the National Armenian Studies and Research Association
(NAASR), Promise "Khosdum" Armenian Institute (PAI) and "Tekeyan" cultural association.

The evening started with the melancholic tunes of duduk player Albert Vartanyan.

The opening remarks were delivered by Mrs. Rozalin Madoyan. After welcoming the attendees,
she stated that as a community we have gathered collectively today to honor and pay tribute to the
legacy Prof. Vahakn Dadrian left behind in the study and research of the Armenian Genocide. But we
are also here to recognize another individual who has continued this invaluable work of holocaust and
genocide. Therefore, it is my distinct pleasure to share and celebrate the achievements and talents of
Prof. Michael Bazyler who will be awarded with the scholar Genocide award tonight. She invited the
Clergymen Rev. Fr. Kirazian and Rev. Fr. Margossian, to perform the requiem ceremony and the
blessing of the "Hroushag" and grapes.

Present were representatives of Sister Organizations, administrators of OIA, Prof. Taner Akcam
and other guests.

The MC read the first speaker's biograpy, Ararat Eskijian museum's long time Director Mrs.
Maggi Mangassarian-Goschin, and invited her to the podium.

Mrs. Goschin talked about her acquaintance with late Prof. Vahakn Dadrian and his lecture at
the Ararat Eskijian museum. She declared that we did not imagine the monumental work which was
expecting us. She travelled to Dadrian's house in Worchester a 70 year's old building. She saw his
library and was enchanted. She got his archives and books talked with USC to have a development of
a website. Every year they went to bring more archives, when Dadrian's health started to deteriorate
she contacted the landlord and made an agreement until she was able to be the official possessor of
the archives. Prof. Taner Akcam directed her and after 13 years, they were able to finalize the
archives with the help of young students and volunteers. She continues this project until it will be
available on the website.

Prof. Akcam was invited to the podium who stated that it's a really treasure what we have here
and thanked Mrs. Goschin for her help and support to Vahakn Dadrian and his contributions to the
Armenian Studies. The Armenian Genocide is already a forgotten Genocide. And never the last, the
path here has not been easy and has been paved by the efforts and sacrifices of many people. The
Armenian Genocide went through the same stages as other fields. It was the experts, the survivors
like Aram Andonian and Krikor Gergerian, who tried to systematically collect the surviving memoirs
and archival documents of valuable Ottoman documents.

Vahakn Dadrian and Prof. Richard Hovannisian represent the true foundation of the field of
Armenian Genocide research and the bridge between the old world and the new. In this category Prof.
Akcam also qualified Prof. Richard Hovannisian's multi-volume work. If we can talk about the talented
phase of Armenian Genocide research, Vahakn Dadrian and Richard Hovannisian served as ice
breakers, paving the way to the frozen sea of ignorance, indifference and denial. The study of the
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Armenian Genocide has come this far largely thanks to the decades of tireless efforts of its early
pioneers. Vahakn Dadrian and Richard Hovannisian, we owe them an infinite step of gratitude. He
stated also that the loss of Prof. Vahakn Dadriand and Prof. Hovannisian is not just a blow to the
academic field. They were both true giants, founders, representatives and bearers of an entire era.
With their passing this era has come to a decisive end and the era is over. The acknowledgement of
the Armenian genocide has been achieved. It is now a fact. What is to happen next? These 2 giants
fought for acknowledgement, they passed away and so what is next? This is really a big question. At
this point the award of Vahakn Dadrian to Prof. Michael Bazyler becomes all the more meaningful. The
study of the Armenian Genocide is entering a new phase. One of that is witnessing the advance of the
Armenian Genocide restitution. Prof. Bazyler is one f the most significant representatives of such a
phase. His valuable efforts in the holocaust restitution and altership of many roads have earned him a
prominent place in this campaign. He will continue to play a continued vital role related to the
Armenian Genocide in California with his ideas and actions. Prof. Akcam expressed his congratulations
for this well earned recognition and his hope, confidence for ever greater things in the future
together.

The MC invited the duduk player who played melodies of the "Bingol" and "Adana's Moan".

The third speaker was Judge Zaven Sinanian who thanked the organization for the opportunity
to introduce Prof. Michael Bazyler today. He mentioned his connection to Prof. Bazyler which was
through the giant late Prof. Richard Hovannisian in 2016 who was the speaker on a panel with Prof.
Bazyler at a symposium commemorating 50 years of US District court for the central district of
California international case where they both were speakers. Judge Sinanian admired him of his
commitments to reparations restitution for the Armenian Genocide following the great work that was
done by Prof. Hovannisian and Prof. Dadrian in this field. Judge Sinanian read Prof. Bazyler's detailed
biography and achievements stating that he is a pioneer of looted Armenian art and we are grateful
that he has taken the Armenian Genocide to this arena to advance it to a higher level. Following his
speech he invited Prof. Bazyler to receive his award.

The prof. was invited to the podium, as well as the chairman of the Executive Committee of
OIA, Dr. Mark Kosker, Dr. Ohannes Kulak Avedikyan, Secretary of the Executive Committee Mr. Serj
Bulanikian, OIA Cultural Committee's vice chairman Garbis Sarafian to perform the medal ceremony.
Dr. Mark Kosker stated that it is a great pleasure to give this medal to an outstanding genocide
scholar for his work in Holocaust and Human Right Studies. We honor him and present him the Annual
"OUTSTANDING GENOCIDE SCHOLAR AWARD 2023".

Prof. Bazyler thanked the OIA for this honor as well as the previous speakers speeches. He
declared that he wasn't aware of what happened to the Armenian people. When he met Prof. Richard
Hovannisian during a presentation and as a student of history he looked and for the first time he
became aware of that. Just like the Holocaust, the Armenian Genocide is also a history.

He stated that there is a certain energy in the students, when he talks to them after class and
they talk to him after what happened to their ancestors, you can feel it and that it is still there that
they carry. It is amazing to see that the Armenian generation carry that with them and it is very
important because it's their identity. And he is glad as a professor and teacher to continue and teach
that education.

It's really attribute to the people so as to put that presentation in 1970 at UCLA and continued
year after year to tell the story not to their children and grandchildren but the public at large and all of
us continue in that mission. We understand that how important it is for not to happen. Sovereignty
cannot be conceived as the right to Armenian Genocide was not a mass crime but a mass theft. The
people were not just killed but their possessions were robbed.



The Armenian looted Art, the holocaust is one of the facts that intrigued me was the theft of
the art that was stolen from Jews and institutions. If the students can come, they have to produce a
report of what they did in the previous week and these students are law and art students and again
as you can see they carry on this legacy from generation to generation and also non Armenian
students who feel this is necessary and therefore we put out the Armenian looted Art project which
continues and without the support of your organization this event would not be happening.

The night was closed with congratulations and prayers and words of appreciation for the OIA.

At the end of the event, memory photographs were taken, followed by a proper reception,
where the attendees mingled with each other.

It should be noted that the internationally renowned Prof. who passed away in New York, his
ashes were transferred to the Republic of Armenia.

Swpqbijh wmpud/pupbljud
Epk Yp thwthwphp nbnbwl dtw) Mnjuwhwy Uhniphwb
Aintunplubintl b gnpdntuEmphiutipkh,
hwdkgtp wjghit) Uhnphulb juyptop

WWW.o1a.net

Dear OIA member/friend

If you would like to stay informed of OIA events and activities please
visit OIA website
WWWw.ola.net




Mr.& Mrs.  Yetvart Corluyan 100.00

Mr.& Mrs.  Sevag Kotoian 50.00

Mr. Arto (Harry) Halici Mrs. Nazik 10.00
(1971-2023)

Mrs. Ilda Shakarian 100.00
Arto Ersan

Dr.& Mrs. Hacherian 100.00

3,060.00

On behalf of the Grief is the final stage of love.

Organization of Istanbul Armenians,
we express our deepest condolences to
the family of the deceased.

The following donations were made he Waves of Grief and Memorie
in his memory. When you are mourning, emotions
and memories come in waves.
OIA, GENERAL FUND Ocean waves come and leave of
Mr.& Mrs.  Osep Tokat 500.00 their own accord. You cannot
Mr.& Mrs.  Raffi Torunyan 300.00 control them. Neither can you
Mr. Tigran Sarkisyan 300.00 control the waves of emotions (o
Mr.& Mrs. Sahak Tuna 150.00
Ms. Anet Kesisoglu 100.00 t times, emotions will be
Mr. Avedis Tekolian 100.00 overwhelming and take you
Mr.& Mrs.  Avetis Lrtshikyan 100.00 without warning. You won't be
Mr.& Mrs.  Garabet Sarafian 100.00 done until they are done.
Mr.& Mrs.  Garbis Kayserian 100.00 It's the same with memories.
Gulbenk Memories you didn’t even know
Mr.& Mrs. Movsesian 100.00 you had may arrive, seemingl
Mr.& Mrs.  Hirant Rakijian 100.00 rom nowhere, and, again like
Mr.& Mrs.  Hovsep Ohanoglu 100.00 waves, you are not in control of
Mr.& Mrs.  Nuran Cicekci 100.00 hem. These waves will come and
Mr.& Mrs.  Sahin Bozkurt 100.00 go according to their own course of
Ms. Surpuhi Ekizian 100.00 time, heavier and harder now, and

lighter in the future; but for today,

Mr.& Mrs. Varujan Panosian 100.00
' ) ou do not need to look to be
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OIA GENERAL

ASSEMBLY
September 2023
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FISHERMEN'S
NIGHT

SEPTEMBER, 2023
at Kurian Terrace
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BOOK LAUNCHING
OSEP TOKAT'S NEWLY
RELEASED BOOK
OCTOBER 2023
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